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4 Executive Summary

The constitution of Bangladesh provides for fundamental responsibility of the state to attain the
right to social security for deserving people(Article 15-D). Such constitutional provision creates
special moral obligation for honourableparliamentarians to strive for strengthening social protec-
tion system of the country. They are involved in issues of social protection not only by their rolesin
passing relevant legislature and budget bills, but also by their oversight functions in delivery of
social benefits at the grassroots levels.

The honourable members of parliament having significant roles in shaping the social protection of
the country need to be oriented on the National Social Security Strategy (NSSS) which was
approved by the Cabinet in 2015. The Cabinet Division being in charge of rolling out the NSSS
organized an orientation workshop on it for the parliamentarians in October and December 2016.
The members of parliament (MPs) while being briefed on salient features of the NSSS also made
valuable recommendations on implementation of the strategy. The present report mainly
contains the proceedings of the workshop summarizing important points and recommendations
as made by the participants.

The workshop was organized forseparate groups of MPs in three days. In the first spell, the work-
shops took place on 2 and 4 October 2016, while the second spell of the workshop was held on 6
December 2016. Each workshop was attended by around 50 MPs along with senior officials of the
Parliament Secretariat, Cabinet Division and the GED (Annexure-1). The workshop of each day
commenced with a short opening session followed by discussion by the MPs and then a closing
session.

The participants agreed with most of the NSSS provisions like programme consolidation along the
lifecycle framework and improvement of delivery mechanisms. They recommended that the
selection process should be improved. They also pointed out that for making the beneficiary list
widely acceptable, the draft list should be published in the Upazila headquarters to be accessible
to common people. Gender gap in social protection should be analyzed more elaborately in order
to address the issues of gender specific needs of social protection. Distribution of cash should be
through banking anddigitized channel so that any potential risk of leakage can be minimized. The
problems of terrorism and drug abuse, river erosion, housing problem etc. should be tackled with
more comprehensive programmes. The NSSS may be updated to accommodate the relevant
findings and recommendations of the workshop.

The MPs have vital role in establishing modern social protection system in the country. Therefore,
the NSSS or the relevant government circulars should clearly define what will be the specific
responsibilities of the MPs, especially with regard to the allowances for widows, old age, disabled
etc.



Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury

Hon’ble Speaker of the Parliament

“The NSSS has been formulated with the objective of supporting the inclusive economic development
policy of the government. The members of parliament have vital responsibility in establishing
modern social protection system in the spirit of the NSSS.”



Mr. Md. Fazle Rabbi Miah, MP

Hon’ble Deputy Speaker of the Parliament

“We do not want any potential loopholes to spoil the social protection system of Bangladesh as initiat-
ed under the leadership of Honourable Prime Minister”



ASM Firoz MP
Hon’ble Chief Whip

“Honourable Prime Minister warned of stern actions against any mismanagement or deviation in
implementing social protection programmes. After such serious tone of honourable Prime Minister
nobody will venture to make the programmes polluted by wrong practices.”



Mr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam

Cabinet Secretary
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“The NSSS has been formulated for ensuring better governance in delivery of social benefits. For
implementation of the NSSS supports from the Honourable law makers is crucial.”



Dr. Shamsul Alam
Member (Senior Secretary), GED

“The coverage of social protection has been 26% which was only 13% a few years back. Gradually all
the poor people will be covered under social protection system.”
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Orientation Workshop on the National Social
Security Strategy (NSSS) for Parliamentarians

The Orientation Workshop was jointly organized by the Cabinet Division and the
Bangladesh Parliament with supports from the SSPS Programme of the UNDP. The
main objective of the workshop was to brief the Parliamentarians on different
aspects of NSSS and to seek their kind views and guidance in implementing it within
stipulated timeframe. The parliamentarians are involved not only in making laws but
also in implementation of different programmes including those of social protection
in their respective constituencies. As an outcome of the workshop, the hon’ble mem-
bers of parliament are expected to be more proactive in facilitating NSSS friendly
legislation in the parliament and its implementation in the field level.

It was a half day long workshop organized on 2 and 4 October 2016 for two separate
groups of hon’ble MPs. Each workshop was attended by around 50 MPs along with
senior officials of the Parliament Secretariat, Cabinet Division and the GED. The
participation of Parliament Secretariat officials was important as they will be capable
in reflecting the spirit of NSSS in preparing relevant documents and bills of the parlia-
ment.

The workshop of each day commenced with a short opening session followed by
discussion by the MPs and then a closing session. The workshops of both the days
were presided over by the Cabinet Secretary. Hon’ble Speaker of Parliament kindly
graced the occasions by her attendance as the chief guest while the Hon’ble Deputy
Speaker, Hon’ble Chief Whip and other Hon’ble Whips attended it as special guests.
Dr. Shamsul Alam Member (Senior Secretary) of the GED of Planning Commission-
made a power point presentation on NSSS on both days.

The workshop was designed in such a way that the participants can spontaneously
engage in open discussion. The open discussion session became very lively with
efficient moderation of the hon’ble Chief Whip Mr. ASM Firoz, MP. The hon’ble MPs
freely spoke on various challenges they face in their localities. They also came up
with their ideas as to overcome those challenges. The gist of discussion during the
workshops is briefly presented as follows:




Workshop (First Day), 2 October 2016

Mr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam, Cabinet Secretary

The Chairperson started the opening session by welcoming all the participants and the guests and
expressed his gratitude for their kind attendance. Then he briefly discussed the main objectives of the
workshop and presented some important issues of the NSSS. He mentioned that the Cabinet Division has
been coordinating social protection activities of different ministries. He also mentioned that the Cabinet
Division has been assigned with the new responsibility of implementing the NSSS and sought the coopera-
tion of all sectors in carrying out his responsibilities.

He mentioned that Bangladesh has achieved considerable success in poverty reduction. The poverty rate
was more than 48.9% in the2000 but it has been reduced to around 24% in 2015. Still we have a lot to do
before we can completely eradicate poverty. With the objective of freeing the country from poverty the
government formulated the NSSS. It is a system of addressing the lifecycle risks of people from cradle to
grave. Thus the core of the NSSS is the lifecycle approach of social protection.

He drew attention of the participants to the fact that government has allocated more than 13% of the
national budget in social protection, which is more than 2.3% of the GDP. The huge amount of money
needs to be utilized more efficiently in order to speed up poverty reduction. In view of that the NSSS has
been formulated so that better governance can be ensured in delivery of social benefits to the genuine
beneficiaries. He urged that the supports from the law makers are crucial in implementing the reform plans
of the NSSS.

Mr. Bijoy Bhattaraycharya, Additional Secretary, Cabinet Division

Addressing the participants he said that Bangladesh will achieve the Middle Income Country (MIC) status
by 2021 which will be facilitated by the seventh five year plan. Poverty and hunger will be eliminated from
our country in pursuance of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Within 2040 we will be placed
among the developed nations of the world for which preparations are underway. We want your opinion so
that we can achieve SDGs. You know that NSSS has involved ministries to eliminate extreme poverty.
Through MDG we have the belief that we can achieve this. Currently 23 ministries are working on social
protection in a fragmented way which will be consolidated by the NSSS. The lifecycle risks of people will be
addressed by implementing the NSSS. For this we need your support and the workshop has been organized
to obtain your valuable inputs.

Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury MP, Hon’ble Speaker of Bangladesh
Parliament

NSSS Orientation workshop is organized by the Cabinet Division and Bangladesh Parliament.She men-
tioned that Hon’ble Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina has continued enhancing social protection since
2009.Different social allowances especially for widows, old age people, lactating mothers etc have contrib-
uted in improving the lives of people. The NSSS has been formulated with the objective of further improv-
ing their lives in a more systematic way. The MPs have vital responsibility in establishing modern social
protection system in the spirit of NSSS.
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She mentioned that this year social protection has been allocated Tk. 45,000 crore from our own revenue
budget. This is our own money and Bangladesh has really been committed to help the underprivileged. For
democracy and inclusive development social protection strategy will be instrumental. MPs are important
as they make this social protection a reality in their constituencies. She mentioned that it is an important
participatory session where NSSS will be elaborately discussed while also eliciting a realistic picture of the
constituencies from the MPs in terms of social protection implementation. Such interaction will assist in
utilization of the total allocation of money in this sector which is over Tk. 45,000 crore. She requested all to
provide feedback on the NSSS expected hope that the workshop will be useful.

Presentation

Dr. Shamsul Alam, Member, General Economic Division

After welcoming the panel and the guests, Dr. Alam commented on the excellent background that was
given by the earlier speakers. He mentioned that the strategy has come from the hon’ble Prime Minister’s
visionary leadership. Our constitution clearly spells out social security for all citizens. So with this in mind,
we will remember the NSSS and this will help bring us out of poverty. The social protection activities were
scattered with no central objective or plan and for the sake of the strategy we began our work. There were
scopes of leakage and wastage of public money allocated for social security. So the government made the
NSSS to minimize all the loopholes in the social security system.

The 7th five year set out plans to reform the social protection activities along the lifecycle framework. So
in 2015 July, the Cabinet approved the NSSS. Before the NSSS was formulated, we had 11 background
papers to find out where the problems lay and we did 15 workshops and seminars to know the opinions of
stakeholders. We also sought international comparison with countries like Nepal, Mynamar and Syria. The
details of his presentation is attached herewith as annexure |l

Mr. A.S.M Feroz, MP, Hon’ble Chief Whip

After the presentation of Member, GED the floor was opened for discussion. The session was moderated
by the Chief Whip. He assumed the responsibility of moderation by greeting and welcoming all the guests.
He said that it was an important discussion and thanked the Cabinet Division for organizing such an import-
ant workshop. He then requested the participants to express their opinions or other relevant points
regarding social protection in Bangladesh. In order to maintain discipline, he requested the participants to
submit to him their names if they desire to speak.

Mr. Md. Yeasin Ali, Hon’ble
MP, Thakurgaon-3

He greeted and thanked the panel and the
organizers of the workshop and termed it
as an excellent initiative. He mentioned
that Hon’ble Prime Minister personally
guided the social protection schemes to
help the extreme poor. He added that the
union parishad chairmen are mainly carry-
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ing out the responsibilities of selecting beneficiaries and the delivery of benefits of social security. What
will be the responsibilities of the MPs should have been clearly defined in the NSSS especially with regard
to the allowances for widows, old age etc. He also recommended that the ethnic minorities should be given
priority in social security programmes. He emphasized that there should be prepared a unique list of bene-
ficiaries based on a survey so that the wrong persons do not get the benefit. Such system will also prevent
duplication of beneficiaries and prevent scopes for any potential leakage.

Ms. Safura Begum, Hon’ble MP, Woman Seat-2

Addressed the panel and thanked the hon’ble PM for the budget for including widows, old citizens, trans-
gender etc in social protection programmes. PM has thought about all the groups and | am grateful and
thankful to the govt for doing this. With my little experience | should recommend that maternity allowance
should be increased as the future generations is dependent upon it. Those areas where rivers are broken,
the people who are on the roads should have benefits. There are many widows who are young, who want
to work but can they be trained and have skills. If we can retrain them then at least there will be less depen-
dency on others.

Advocate Mir Showkat Ali Badsha, MP, Bagerhat-2

He welcomed the Cabinet Davison for their efforts to organize such a workshop. He mentioned that, in his
8 years of experience as MP he got opportunity to attend this kind of workshop for the first time. He
termed it as a great event. He extended special thanks to Dr Shamsul Alam for making excellent presenta-
tion. He wanted to know why the most deserving candidates are often excluded from the list of beneficia-
ries. He suggested that this should be properly addressed. Raising the issue of the victims of bomb and
grenade attacks he emphatically argued that they should be specially included in social protection
programmes. He wanted to know if anything can be done for the mentally handicapped people. He
suggested that they should be included in the social protection programmes.

Alhaj Dr. Mozammel Hossain, MP, Bagerhat-4

He mentioned that in 1992 when he was social welfare minister, there were hardly any social security
programmes for orphans in this country. Hon’ble Prime Minister assigned him to build orphanages. Head-
ded that he started off social protection activities in Bagerhat forthose who were freedom fighters,
rickshaw drivers etc. Old age people are often ostracized as they are dependent on others. So the govern-
ment started paying allowance initially at the rate of 100 tk. But this was not enough; now the allowance
has been raised to tk 500. Old age allowance, women’s allowance, freedom fighter’s allowances have given
hope to poor people. He thanked the Prime minister for such activities. He also informed that while visiting
USA in 1996, Bangladesh was commended for introducing allowances forwomen. Widows had no choice
but to stay in the house of their elder brothers in law and she had to do domestic chores. He mentioned
that TNO is the chairperson of Upazila Social Protection committee. For selection purposes, MPs should be
present along with the local TNO. The UP Chairman shouldn’t be presentin the committee as there could
be leakages.

Mr. Md. Abdul Wadud, MP, Rajshahi-5

The government made allocation of Tk. 45,000 crore to social safety nets this year.Such a huge amount of
resources need to be better utilized. In this regard the role of union parishad members should be further
strengthened with the help of MP as they are elected and accountable to the people.He pointed out that
impartiality is not always maintained in selecting beneficiaries.Also the problem of corruption is not rare.
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This should be addressed in the NSSS. In our society there are many women who become widows at a very
youngage. They face very severe hardship and different types of hazards. So it is urgent that they come
under the auspices of the social safety nets.

About insurance he said that the insurance companies could never gain trust of people in in Bangladesh.
People have to wait unreasonably long time for getting their insurance claims settled. So he suggested that
the law should be strong to ensure the service of insurance providers. All constituencies should have their
own social protection agenda or strategy. What will work in Chittagong will not work in Khulna. Selection
also has to be considered.

Adv. Umme Kulsum Smrity, MP, Woman Seat-4

She appreciated that a lot of discussion has already taken place. She told that in Bangladesh, senior citizens
are over the age of 60 who should be covered under insurance programmes. Social Security for children
should be strengthened. She mentioned that once she was a lawyer and worked for NGO, Aparejeou
Bangladesh which was involved in social security programmes. She suggested that lawyers should be
appointed for implementing social protection. For working women there should be specific transport facili-
ties so that they can go to workplace safely.

Mr. Abu Sayeed Al Mahmood Swapon, MP, Jaipurhat-2

He opined that sanitation seemed to him as a major problem and urged that special attention should be
given to improve sanitation. Also government hospitals have poor sanitation facilities. They should bring
them up to standards. Senior citizens have a poor quality of life in our country.He agrees with the NSSS plan
to operationalize insurance programmes, as there are workers in the factories who need to be covered
under social insurance schemes. MPs get Food for Work allocation for their constituencies. So cutting the
soil isn’t enough, but they have to do meaningful works. How can we improve the lives of women? What
about unemployed youths? They should get skills and not chase after scarce jobs.

Mst. Selina Jahan Lita, MP, Woman Seat-1

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has put a smile on distressed people through the social safety nets
programmes. There should be a list of all categories of beneficiaries and put extra responsibilities on union
parishad and upazila. Our leader Sheikh Hasina wants to put smile on all these distressed people. There are
some elderly people who suffer from dementia and eventually suffer socio-economically. We have to take
the issue seriously and do something for them. Strong monitoring should be established for better results
from social safety net programmes. He also emphasized strong partnership between GO and NGO for
ensuring inclusive social protection.

Mr. Omor Faruk Chowdhury, MP, Rajshahi-1

Every year the number of old people is increasing. He proposed that every year we should train ten lacs of
old people so that they can get some employment as a means of social protection. About education he said
that there are different systems like English medium, madrasha and Khariji etc. There should be some sort
of benchmark as we need to take strategies to ensure that there is a minimum of standards to be reached.

He wanted to know how much is wasted in system losses. Social safety nets should cover the Saontal popu-
lation who do not get social benefits like the ethnic minorities living in the hill tracts. The NSSS proposed
that people will get special benefits after 90 years of age. But he opined that the threshold should be
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reduced to 80 years. Education has been given many resources but should be results oriented. The social
safety net programmes should be focused on the geographical characteristics.

Mr. Md. Shahiduzzaman Sarker, MP, Hon’ble Whip

He termed the NSSS as a nice document. However, referring to the word Dalitand Harijon he asked that
who are these people? Is there any law about them in Bangladesh? The words come from India where the
words are used to describe the backward classes. Mahatma Gandhi used the word harijan to describe
lower cast of people. He suggested that the matter should be checked and the NSSS be revised accordingly.
Poverty alleviation should be done centrally.

Dr. Md. Eunus Ali Sarkar, MP, Gaibandha-3

There are seen so many beggars in Dhaka. We have to find out where they come from and what can be
done for them under social protection programmes. VGD/VGF card is very difficult for MPs to handle. He
alleged that there are some UP Chairmen who seek rents fromthese cards. He urged that such malpractices
should be stopped.

Mr. Md. Nobi Newaz, MP, Jhenaidah-3

He mentioned that the issue of VGD has come up for discussion many times. In his area the allotment of
VGD cards has been reduced, though the overall allotment of cards increased nationwide. He mentions
that children attend in empty stomachs butthey buy fuchka with sour tamarind juice. He termed it asharm-
ful for the kidneys. We should make parents and guardians aware of it. He suggested that these business
institutions should be removed from front sides of the schools. Cancer patients are given a contribution by
the Ministry, but the amount of it should be increased.

Ms. Sanjida Khanam, MP, Woman Seat-24

He observed that the NSSS which is under implementation will contribute to the achievement of vision
2021 which was announced by the great leader Bangabandu’s daughter, honourable Prime Minister.
Bangladesh willachieve the status of middle income country within the 2021 when Bangladesh will observe
the 50th anniversary of its inception. She said that she was lucky to be present in the Cabinet Meeting in
2011 when this vision was announced. She recommended that the freedom fighters’ allowance and the
disability allowance should be increased.

Ms. Dilara Begum, MP, Woman Seat- 20

She expressed respect to all the distinguished participants on the panel. She appreciated the valuable com-
ments from the honourable MPs. She commented that the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman gave us independence along with a green and red flag. His daughter provided us with a
golden Bengal free from hunger and poverty and taking us forward.

Ms. Mahabub Ara Begum Gini, MP, Gaibandha-2, Hon’ble Whip

She informed that together with the hon’ble Speaker, she is associated with a sub-committee on preven-
tion of child marriage. She suggested that we should do something to girl children so that there is no
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marriage until 18. We are giving maternity allowance to women but the allowance should be made condi-
tional that they should go to the doctor 4 times. It will reduce the maternal mortality rate. Local Govern-
ment training should be given to officials especially for VGD/VGF cards as there are discrepancies. They are
getting low amount of honorarium and this is affecting them getting income from other sources. Also for
selection, there should be decisions from MPs. There should be proper monitoring to determine the effec-
tiveness of different social safety net programmes. For instance, the biscuits that are given to the children
are not liked by them. This is wastage of a lot of money. Medicine is supplied to the community clinics. But
it should be monitored if doctors go to the clinic. Cancer patients are not getting the money on time and
are dying. They should be given the allowances on time. There should be contributory insurance schemes
for garments workers.

Mst. Shirin Neyeem, MP, Woman Seat-9

The social safety nets that the Honourable Prime Minister has granted started in 1996. There are widow’s
allowance and old age allowance programmes. | see a mother when she is getting an allowance; her sons
are seeing that she is getting some money as she gains respect from the family. Destitute children are no
longer there as they go to school. | have seen children, and made schools, and they are operational. This is
due to the work of our leader Sheikh Hasina. Bangladesh will be able to go ahead and improve.

Ms. Fazilatun Nessa, MP, Woman Seat-22

This is the right workshop held at the right time and I’'m grateful for arranging such an event. But the
success of any scheme depends upon the screening, selection, correct distribution and monitoring and
supervision. So | hope these will be taken into account. Life expectancy has increased giving rise to aging
population. We should be taking care of their health. She emphasized that there should be pensions
scheme for agricultural labourers?

Mr. Md. Monirul Islam,MP, Jessore-2

Why have we been invited to the workshop today? We are the people who passed the budget of Tk.
45,0000crore for social protection. The MPs should have voice in the selection committees of social protec-
tion beneficiaries. People pray for our Prime Minister as they are getting od age allowance, widow allow-
ance, freedom fighter’s allowance, VGF card. | think MPs need to be taken into account and their views
counted.

Mr. Md. Aftab Uddin Sarker, MP, Nilphamari-1

There should be no discrepancies in allowances for male and female students.Some people with disability
are getting allowances while other disabled people are still outside the programme. These deprived people
should also be brought under social protection schemes. My constituency has two wards namely, Domar
and Dimla both of which are drought hit areas. People of this area needmore VGD cards.

Mr. A.S.M Feroz, MP, Hon’ble Chief Whip

| agree with what everything has been said here today. And today there have been important discussions.
We the parliamentarians have given approval to tk. 45,000 crore for social protection programmes. Social
protection programmes have been started by the father of our nation Bangabandhu who wanted to put a
smile on everyone’s lips. He has nationalized primary education. After 1975 hardly anything has been done
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for people in need. The present government is very successful in ensuring social protection. The cause of
their success is nothing but its sincere efforts. If the government wasn’t sincere then they wouldn’t have
been successful. Restriction has been imposed for 20 days beginning from 12th October on catching hilsha
fish for increasing hilsha production. Considering the hardship of fishermen during this period, the govern-
ment has allotted VGF for them. Bangladesh is spending 13% of the national budget for social protection
which is significant considering our economy. MPs have a big responsibility in their constituencies. We
should stop leakage, corruption. When the list of beneficiaries is being made, we should be careful.

Mr. Md. Fazle Rabbi Miah,MP, Hon’ble Deputy Speaker

We have enriched our knowledge with the powerpoint presentation and the speeches of everyone. We
don’t clearly know which ministry is spending what amount of money in social protection. At district level,
do you have any evidence of this? Objective analysis is required as to what the social welfare department
is doing.

Safety net programme for poor was introduced by our hon’ble Prime Minister and has continued for more
than 21 years now. If Dr Yunus was given a noble prize for his scheme, then our Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina should be awarded the noble prize for many times.

The activities of Central Management Committee should not be confinedto Dhaka only but it should be
expanded to the outskirts. The social safety net programmes have upgraded the social status of people.
Especially, the old allowance is very notable in this regard. For example, a particular old woman used to be
neglected and dishonoured by his daughter in law. But the situation changed when she started getting old
age allowance. We are confident that we will achieve all the goals by 2030as is set in the SDG

The Chairperson, Mr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam, Cabinet Secretary

He thanked all for their participation and contribution in the workshop. He said that detailed notes have
been taken of what the hon’ble MPs recommended. He also mentioned that some of the issues do not fall
under the jurisdiction of Cabinet Division. But these will be communicated to the relevant ministries/
division. He assured that measures will be taken to implement all the other recommendations of the
participants.

Mr. Mohammad Abdur Rab Howlader, Secretary,Bangladesh Parliament
Secretariat

He thanked the panelists, thanked the MPs and the organizers for such an excellent programme. He
recalled the contribution of our father of nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his policy of
equitable distribution of income. He also thanked the Hon’ble prime Minister who has pioneered different
programmes of social protection. He expressed gratitude to the parliamentarians for their supports to pass
the national budget containing Tk 45,0000 crore for in social security.
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Workshop (Second Day), 4 October 2016

As on the 2 October 2016, today’s workshop was opened by the Chairperson Mr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam,
Cabinet Secretary, who gave the background of NSSS and described the journey of Bangladesh towards
eradication of poverty. Then Mr. Bijoy Bhattaraycharya, Additional Secretary of Cabinet Division briefed on
the objectives and design of the workshop. Afterwards, Dr Shamsul Alam, made presentation on different
aspects of NSSS.

Mr. A.S.M Feroz, MP, Hon’ble Chief Whip

Following the presentation, the moderation of the open discussion session was taken over by the hon’ble
Chief Whip. He started the session by thanking all the guests, panelists and the participants. Then he invit-
ed all to participate in the discussion as it will contribute to the implementation of the NSSS.

Mr. Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP, Dhaka-6

He appreciated the formulation of the NSSS and extended special thanks to the organizers of the orienta-
tion workshop. He mentioned that the country has developed considerably over the last decades with
remarkable reduction in poverty and ultra-poverty. While recognizing that the social protection
programmes contribute in reducing poverty and inequality, he stressed on the measures to improve moral
and ethical values of the young people. He pointed out that some youths and even some children are
becoming drug addicted due to moral degradation. These people should be brought back to normal life.
The role of social service department should be more visible in reducing the menace of drug abuse by
young generation. To make the social protection programmes meaningful, the problem of drug addiction
should be taken as a serious issue.

Mr. Md. Habibe Millat, MP, Sirajganj-2

He mentions that one of the objectives of the NSSS is to make sustainable reduction of poverty. However,
he expressed doubt as the efficacy of the existing programmes to contribute in poverty reduction, as many
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of these are not for the poor. About the amount of allowances he commented that these are too small to
make any impact in changing economic condition of the poor. He is of the opinion that these should be
increased for gaining meaningful return from the investment in social protection. As justification to his
arguments he mentioned that in some rich countries the amount of allowances is often equal to that of
monthly salaries.

Mr. Md. Suhrab Uddin, MP, Kishoreganj-2

He observed that there are scopes of corruption and malpractices in distribution of social allowances for
the old people, disabled and women. In order to get the best results from the huge investment in the social
protection, the leakages should be reduced. He also alleged that sometimes less deserving people are
enlisted as beneficiaries leaving out the most eligible candidates. He also mentioned that the beneficiaries
often face trouble in receiving benefits as they have to travel long way. It should be distributed through
nearest Banks or the UISCs. The poor are considered the main targets of the social protection programmes.
But he suggested that the rich tax payers have also the right to be included in social protection
programmes as they can be victims to severe shocks needing external supports.

Mr. Tipu Sultan, MP, Barisal-3

There is no special mentioning of the poor people of Char and Haor areas who are mostly vulnerable. These
people should be given special attention in social protection programmes. For VGF only 40kg of rice is
given. But this rice is not enough for gaining sufficient nutrition. Therefore, the rice may be accompanied
with some money to buy other food items. He also suggested that the unemployed people may be brought
under unemployment allowance programme. Unemployment often creates frustration among the young
people leading to drug addiction. Therefore, unemployment allowances may reduce the risk of drug abuse.
Such people spend a lot of money in paying application fees for jobs adding to their frustration. The govern-
ment may consider making arrangement for withdrawing fees for job application.

Dr. Md. Enamur Rahaman, MP, Dhaka-19

Bangladesh has become a mid-income country reducing poverty and inequality. Still there are some
instances of poverty which the NSSS will be able to eradicate with the support of implementers. The
different types of ongoing social protection programmes can contribute to achievement of NSSS goals
if these are properly implemented under close monitoring of the local administrators and the public
representatives.

Ms. Sagufta Yasmin, Munshiganj-2

She expressed gratitude to hon’ble Prime Minister to formulating the NSSS as a tool social protection. She
suggests that for achieving the desired results from the social protection we have to ensure transparency
and accountability. She alleges that social protection allocations are increased for constituencies of the
MPs who can lobby in the ministries. She urged that such culture should be changed. Rather allocation
should be on the basis of the number of poor people of particular Upazilas. To determine this detailed
survey can be conducted.

Mr. Md. Muslem Uddin, MP, Mymensingh-6

He observed that the living standard of the people including those of the grassroots level improved remark-
ably. Even the poor people have tin shed or half concrete buildings with televisions and fridges as house-
hold items. However, he argues that these people have hardly any savings though their life style has
improved. In the face of great shocks they have nothing for their protection. Therefore, special savings
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programmes should be taken up like the One Household One Farm programmes and Palli Bank etc. Such
savings will be also instrumental in social development.

Dr. Md. Rustum Ali Faraji, MP, Pirojpur-3

Bangladesh has achieved great results in all the social development indicators, well ahead of India, Pakistan
and Nepal. Poverty has dropped down to 18% while that of ultra-poor reduced to only 12%. He observed
that sickness often becomes the main cause of poverty. The sick should have special allowances to provide
them support so that do not fall into the trap of poverty. He also stressed on the reduction of drop out in
the primary school. He also commented that there are many instances of corruption in social protection
diminishing the expected impacts. In order to achieve the best form social protection scopes of corruption
should be reduced. He also emphasized that the allowances should be distributed equitably.

Mr. Md. Faridul Haque Khan, MP, Jamalpur-2

He observed that the social protection programmes are often not effective as the allowances are given
away unconditionally. In order to make the use of allowances useful some conditionality should be
imposed. He also observed that the existing poverty map is not logical and cannot reflect the real picture
of poverty in terms of geographical location. In other words, the map does not have any practical signifi-
cance in targeting the real candidates for social protection. He suggests that the poverty map should be
revised to meet the need of targeting most deserving people.

Ms. Sabina Akter Tuhin, MP, Woman Seat-35

The development model of the Bangladesh has been praised worldwide. The BNP tried to destabilize the
country. But they could not foil the development efforts of the government. Still there is a portion of popu-
lation living in poverty. Their poverty can be reduced by creating employment opportunities for the unem-
ployed. The bank interest rates have been reduced but the borrowing rate is still very high. The borrowing
rates should be reduced so that industrial investment can be increased. Thus more job opportunities can
be created reducing poverty. Therefore, she argues that reducing borrowing rates from bank is very
important for social protection.

Mr. Abul Kalam Azad, MP, Jamalpur-1

He termed the NSSS as one of the best initiatives from the government for poverty reduction. He stressed
that capacity of the employees should be enhanced for better implementation of the social protection
projects. Owing to inefficiency, many projects fail to create expected results. Therefore, capacity of the
officials is very important.

Mr. Md. Shahab Uddin, MP, Moulvibazar-1, Hon’ble Whip

He welcomed the initiative of the workshop for the MPs. He suggested that such types of orientation
should be organized at the district and upazila levels. He recommends that the widow allowance should be
increased. The tea garden workers should get allowance in addition to the ration they are receiving.

Mr. A.K.M Zahangir Hossain, MP, Patuakhali-3

He suggested that the MPs have experience of working with the grassroots people. They should be
involved with the implementation process of the social protection in the upazila levels. He pointed out that
the NSSS has self-contradictory statement. It is claimed in the NSSS that the government has achieved
great success in social protection by existing programmes. But the statement that still a big part of the poor
are kept outside the social protection programmes. The emphasis on the huge number of poor remaining
outside social protection programmes is self-contradictory. He suggests that the wording of the NSSS may
be revised. He also mentioned that there are huge leakages in social protection which should be stopped.
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Beneficiary list should be rationalized. The remuneration of programmes like EGPP should be increased as
workers are not available at the offered wages. The length of work should also be increased.

Quazi Rosy, MP, Woman Seat-41

Reciting a self-composed poem during the workshop, she indicated that the country has developed a lot.
There is sufficient social protection for all. Under the leadership of the Prime Minister the country is hardly
left with any woe. Bangladesh will never feel shortage of social protection.

Mr. Pankaj Nath, MP, Barisal-4

The victims of river erosion should be given special supports under social protection programmes. The
school going poor children can be given bicycles following the example of West Bengal. They should be
provided uniforms and shoes. Corruption should be reduced.

Advocate Navana Akter, MP, Woman Seat-27

All the ultra-poor should be brought under data base. More employment should be generated so that all
the ultra-poor can get work. In addition to ensuring their social protection, the job opportunity will also
contribute in national development goals.

Ms. Amatul Kibria Keya, MP, Woman Seat-28

Social problems are not same in all the regions. Different districts have their specific problems. Therefore,
social protection programmes should be designed with regional focus. She also mentioned that some of
the social protection programmes are irrelevant. These programmes should be discontinued.

Ms Ummey Razia Kajol, MP, Woman Seat-43

Bangladesh advance economically under the leadership of the hon’ble Prime Minister. We have to contin-
ue the development efforts of the government. She said that there are some drug addicts who should be
brought under social protection programmes. They snatch away the social allowances received by their old
parents. Such addicts can be considered to be covered under social protection programmes. Some people
send their children for household work due to poverty. Measures should be taken so that they send their
kids to schools instead of work.

Mr. Md. Anwarul Azim (Anar), MP, Jhenaidah-4

The 10 TK/Kg rice should be distributed properly, as there are many allegations of misuse. The distribution
of allowances should be done through the MPs directly.

Mr. Md. Shahiduzzaman Sarker, MP, Naogaon-2, Hon’ble Whip

He wanted to know if the government has any immediate plan to prepare a transparent list of the people
below poverty line. He also asked is there any separate strategy for distribution of allowances in a transpar-
ent way. He proposed that the social protection programmes should be branded so that people can be well
aware of the programmes.

Ms. Firoja Begum Chino, MP, Woman Seat-33

She commented that the huge allocation in social protection can be diverted to establishment of industries
which will create job. This way social protection can be ensured. She wanted to know if the government has
any plan to divert social protection allocation to industrial development.
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Ms. Shamsun Nahar Begum (Advocat), MP, Woman Seat-29

There are discriminations in distribution of cards for different social protection programmes. If the MPs
were involved in distribution of social protection they could ensure fair practice in distribution of social
protection allowances.

Dr. Shamsul Alam, Member, General Economic Division

In response to some of the comments of the participants he mentioned that the drafting of the NSSS start-
ed in 2012-13. Then there were some gaps in coverage of social protection. Existence of such gaps justifies
the formulation of the NSSS. He also mentioned that the NSSS provides for direct G2P cash transfer, which
will reduce scopes of corruption and leakage. Formulation of database is underway which will be complet-
ed by 2017. The database will improve the management of social protection programmes.

Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Hon’ble Speaker of the Parliament

Social allowance was first introduced by hon’ble Prime Minister in 1996 as widow allowance at the rate of
Tk 100. Now the social protection allocation has been elevated to as much as Tk 45,000 crore. It is a matter
of pride that this fund comes completely from our revenue budget.

She explained that the NSSS incorporated many provisions which are yet to be implemented. These are just
plans which will be put into practice gradually. She expressed hope that some people will graduate from
poverty in course of time. They will come out of the social protection programmes making way for the
left out people. She noted with optimism that at one stage there will be hardly any eligible candidate for
social protection in the present format. At that time social protection will still be there but in a different
dimension.

She expressed satisfaction that children and women have been brought under social protection coverage.
Allowances for lactating mothers, widows, etc are some examples of programmes for women. Government
has also some programmes for ensuring food security. More programmes will be taken up for incorporat-
ing the deprived and marginalized people.

She stated that the government is for an inclusive economy and the NSSS will be congenial for supporting
such economic development where inequality will be reduced. She added that hon’ble prime minister was
present at the general assembly of UN during adoption of both the MDG and SDG. It is a rare privilege for
any head of government to experience the formulation of such important global documents. Therefore,
she attributed the great success of government achieving MDG to the great experience of prime minister.
She expressed optimism that the government will be equally successful in implementing the sustainable
development goals which will be expedited by the NSSS.

She mentioned that the MPs are involved in implementation of social protection at the local level. The
suggestions given by the MPs emanated from their longexperience. Therefore, their opinions may be
considered as valuable. She requested the Cabinet Division to take note of their suggestions and take mea-
sures to accelerate the NSSS implementation.

Concluding Session

The Cabinet Secretary concluded the session of the second day by thanking all for their active participation.
He expressed hope that similar workshops will be organized soon for the parliamentarians who were not
invited or could not attend this time.
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Findings and Recommendations (First and

Second Days)

The participants of both days of workshop made some specific comments in their discussions. Some of the
most significant recommendations are as follows:

Bangladesh has achieved tremendous success in poverty reduction. Still we have a lot to do before
we can completely eradicate poverty. The NSSS can contribute much in reducing poverty, vulnera-
bility and inequality.

The government made allocation of Tk. 45,000 crore to social protection this year. The huge
amount of money needs to be utilized more efficiently in order to speed up poverty reduction.
Implementation of the NSSS will improve efficiency of the social protection programmes.

It may be lobbied that Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina should be considered as the most
deserving candidate for Noble Price for her contribution in social protection.

Different social allowances especially for widows, old age people, lactating mothers etc have
contributed in improving the lives of people.

The MPs have vital role in establishing modern social protection system in the country. Therefore,
the NSSS or the relevant government circulars should clearly define what will be the specific
responsibilities of the MPs,especially with regard to the allowances for widows, old age, disabled etc.

A survey based unique registry of beneficiaries should be prepared immediately in order to select
the right beneficiaries and to prevent leakages.

Ethnic minorities and victims of river erosion should be given much importance in social security
programmes.

The issues of terrorist activities like bomb and grenade attacks and arsons have recently added a
new dimension in the vulnerability of people of Bangladesh. Therefore, comprehensive action plan
should be formulated to cover the victims of such atrocities.

Maternity allowance should be increased because the fate of our children or the future generation
is heavily dependent upon it.

The young widows have to be given priority in selection of widow allowances as they face very
severe hardship and different types of hazards.

Insurance is very important for social protection. But in Bangladesh people do not have much trust
in insurance companies as they are not responsive in settlement of insurance claims. Legal frame-
work should be strengthened to properly regulate the functions of insurance companies so that
people can gain trust in them.

There should be contributory insurance schemes for garments workers and agricultural laborers.

All constituencies should have their own social protection agenda as the requirements of these
areas may vary due geographical and socio-economic conditions.

For working women there should be separate transport facilities so that they can go to workplace
safely.

Strong partnership between GO and NGO is important for ensuring inclusive social protection in
the country.
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Strong monitoring should be established for better results from social safety net programmes.

The NSSS proposed that people will get special benefits after 90 years of age. But the threshold
should be reduced to 80 years.

NSSS recommends programmes for Dalits. But no legal documents of Bangladesh suggests
existence of any such cast in Bangladesh.The matter should be checked and the NSSS be revised
accordingly.

Cancer patients are given a contribution by the Ministry, but the amount of it should be increased.
The freedom fighters’ allowance and the Disability Allowance should be increased.

The activities of Central Management Committee shouldn’t be confined to Dhaka only but it should
be expanded to the outskirts as well.

We should take programmes for victims of river erosions and mentally handicapped people.

The tribal people including the Santal are deprived and financially worse off. Attention should be
paid in these people.

In Dhaka, there are seen so many beggars. Programmes should be further enhanced for them so
that the city can be free from beggars.

Healthcare for senior citizens should be taken into account.

Measures should be taken for improving the moral and ethical values of the young people for
ensuring meaningful social protection.

Social protection should be increased for gaining significant return from the huge investment in
this sector.

In order to achieve the best form social protection scopes of corruption should be reduced.

The poverty map should be revised to meet the need of targeting most deserving candidates for
social protection.

The borrowing rates should be reduced so that industrial investment can be increased. Thus more
job opportunities can be created reducing poverty.

Attention should be given to capacity building of the officials and public representatives so that the
social protection projects can be implemented efficiently.

Social protection programmes should be designed with regional focus. Irrelevant programmes
should be discontinued.

Drug addicts should be brought under social protection programmes.
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Orientation Workshop on the National Social Security Strategy (NSSS) for
Parliamentarians (Second Phase)

Workshop (Third Day), 6 December 2016

As part of the series of Orientation Workshops for the Honourable Members of Parliament (MPs), the
second phase of the workshop was held on 6 December 2016 at the Cabinet Room of the Parliament. It
was a half day long workshop jointly organized by the Cabinet Division and the Bangladesh Parliament with
supports from the SSPS Programme of UNDP. The workshop was attended by honourable MPs and senior
officials of Parliament Secretariat, Cabinet Division and GED. List of participants is attached as annexure-I.

Like the first phase, the main objective of the workshop was to brief the Parliamentarians on different
aspects of NSSS and to seek their kind views and guidance in implementing it all over the country within
stipulated timeframe. As an outcome of the workshop, the hon’ble MPs are expected to be more proactive
in facilitating NSSS friendly legislation in the parliament and its implementation in the field level.

The workshop commenced with a short opening session followed by discussion by the MPs and then a
closing session. The workshop was presided over by the Cabinet Secretary. Hon’ble Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament kindly graced the occasions by his attendance as the chief guest while the Hon’ble Chief Whip
attended it as special guest.
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The workshop was designed in such a way that the participants could spontaneously engage in open
discussion. The open discussion session became very lively with efficient moderation of the hon’ble Chief
Whip Mr. ASM Firoz, MP. The hon’ble MPs freely spoke on various issues they experienced in their constit-
uencies in relation to social protection. They also came up with their ideas about modalities to overcome
those challenges. The gist of discussion during the workshops is briefly presented below:

Mr. N M Zeaul Alam, Secretary (Coordination and Reform), Cabinet
Division

In his opening remarks, Mr. Alam welcomed all the participants and the guests and expressed his gratitude
for their kind attendance. Then he briefly discussed the main objectives of the workshop and briefly men-
tioned the background of NSSS which was approved by the cabinet in 2015. He also mentioned that the
Cabinet Division has been assigned with the responsibility of implementing the NSSS by coordinating the
social protection interventions of different ministries/divisions. He requested the MPs to give their
valuable opinions for effective implementation of the NSSS in the country.

Presentation

On behalf ofDr. Shamsul Alam, Member, General Economics Division, Dr. Fayzul Islam, National Project
Director of SSPS Programme made a presentation on the NSSS. He mentioned that, the 7th five year plan
set out policies to reform the social protection activities along the lifecycle framework. The constitution of
Bangladesh clearly spells out the outline of social security for all citizens of Bangladesh. Accordingly, the
NSSS proposed some reform initiatives including special programmes for children, women freedom fight-
ers, people with disability etc.

Previously, the social protection initiatives were scattered with no central objective or plan. There were
scopes of leakage and wastage of public money allocated for social security. So the government made the
NSSS to minimize all the loopholes in the social security system. With all this in view, the NSSS is expected
to help formulate a comprehensive and strengthened social protection system in Bangladesh. The details
of his presentation is attached herewith as annexure I.

Mr. ASM Firoz MP, Hon’ble Chief Whip

After the presentation on NSSS the floor was opened for discussion. The session was moderated by the
Hon’ble Chief Whip, ASM Firoz, MP. He assumed the responsibility of moderation by greeting and welcom-
ing all the participants. He said it was an important discussion and thanked the Cabinet Division for organiz-
ing such important workshop. He then requested the participants to express their opinions or other com-
ments on social protection issues in Bangladesh. In order to maintain discipline, he requested the partici-
pants to submit to him their names if they desired to speak.

Mr. Md. Mahbub Ali, Hon’ble MP, Habiganj-4

He welcomed the initiatives of the government to formulate the NSSS. It would definitely benefit the
people. Referring to a number of incidents he complained that the members and chairmen of Union Parish-
ads are often involved in malpractices while selecting the beneficiaries. He even blamed them for rent
seeking from the beneficiaries. He suggested that delivery of benefits through banking channels could stop
such instances of corruption.
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Mr. Nurul Islam Milon, Hon’ble MP, Comilla-8

In resonance with the previous speaker, he also brought in similar allegation of malpractice against the
members and chairmen of the UPs. He mentioned that the UP representatives were not unbiased in
preparing the list of beneficiaries for recent programme of government to distribute rice at Tk 10 per KG.
He claimed that majority of the genuine beneficiaries remained excluded from the list while the compara-
tively better off people got enlisted. He suggested that the members and chairmen of the UPs should not
be involved in beneficiary selection.

Mr. ASM Firoz MP, Honourable Chief Whip

In response to the previous speaker, honourable Chief Whip said that Honourable Prime Minister gave
strict directives to the concerned authorities to properly distribute Tk 10/KG rice. Any mismanagement or
deviation will not be tolerated and will be subjected to severe punishment. He mentioned that, after such
serious tone of honourable PM nobody will venture to make the programme polluted by wrong practices.
His personal experience is that the Tk 10/KG rice programme was being implemented properly.

Mr. Md. Abdus Shahid, Honourable MP, Moulvibazar-4

He said that sharing of knowledge on important matter like NSSS is really important. In consistence with
the Five Year Plans, Perspective Plans, MDG and SDG, the NSSS will have great impact on poverty eradica-
tion. He emphasized that rate of drop out at primary education should be brought to zero percentage.
Midday meal in the school may play very vital role in reducing drop outs. But he found that there are
scopes to further improve the midday meal programmes. Finally, he emphasized that the achievement of
the goal of primary education should be ensured at any cost.

Mr. Md. Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, Honourable MP, Chittagong -14

He observed that there are a lot of anomalies and wrong practices in selection of beneficiaries and distribu-
tion of benefits. He blamed the UP members and chairmen for such unexpected situations. He complained
that they are so influential that even the UNOs are helpless. He suggested that the social protection
programmes should not be allowed to be thus ruined by dominating influences of the local leaders.

Mr. Asheq Ullah Rafiq, Honourable MP, Cox’s Bazar-2

While appreciating the quota system in government service for people with disability, he expressed his
concern that such people have to face the same examination process like the others. As a result they are
often excluded in the screening process. He made the point that people with disability should have differ-
ent selection procedure in government service.

Ms. Ayesha Ferdaus, Honourable MP, Noakhali - 6

She appreciated the social protection initiatives as taken by the Honourable Prime Minister, especially for
the mother and children. However, she pointed out the fact that some children drop out of school for their
inability to pay school fees. These children get marginalized and eventually in many cases become addicted
to drugs. Special measures should be taken for such children. She also mentioned that there are some
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pregnant mothers who suffer as they cannot afford to pay doctor’s visit. She emphasized that pregnant
mothers should not suffer from any issues related to payment of medical fees.

Ms. Zabunnasa Afroz, Honourable MP, Barisal- 5

She appreciated the social protection measures of the government for women and children. Women get
better services at the health centres. But she pointed out that there are some instances of child marriage.
More effective programmes are necessary for stopping child marriage and ensuring their protection.

Ms. Hosne Ara Lutfa Dalia, Honourable MP, Women Seat- 3

She did not find any comprehensive planning in the NSSS for stopping begging as a profession or their
protection. Some beggars are receiving allowances and are also engaged in begging. Such practice should
be stopped. In response the Honourable Chief Whip commented that Bangladesh has progressed economi-
cally so much so that there is no requirement for anyone to engage in begging. The insignificant number of
persons who are involved in begging is due to their bad habit rather than their financial conditions. Such
types of begging should be stopped.

Syeda Saira Mohsin, Honourable MP, Maulvibazar - 3

She recalled the contribution of ex Social Welfare Minister, Late Mohsin Ali in enhancing social protection
measures of the government. She emphasized that capacity building programmes for the youth is very
important. Government should take measures for addressing the malnutrition of women and children. She
also mentioned that initiatives should be taken so that everybody gets work.

Mr. Mohammad Abdul Munim Chowdhury, Honourable MP, Habiganj - 1

Bangladesh government should consider implementing unemployment benefits as is practiced in the UK.
About the social protection allowances he said that these are almost satisfactory but there are problems in
implementation and distribution. The UNOs and other government officials should be involved with the UP
members and chairmen during the beneficiary selection process.

Mr. Md. Yeasin Ali, Honourable MP, Thakurgaon- 3

The social protection coverage should be further widened and also the amount of allowance should be
increased. Measures should be taken to curb any type of corruption in delivery of social protection. He
pointed out that due to wrong entry of age in the voter ID cards some genuine senior citizens are deprived
of social benefits. On the other hand some young people get enrolled as their age is erroneously registered
as lower than actual. He suggested that, special guidelines should be issued from the government so that
genuine senior citizens can be included in the social protection programmes. He also urged that the C-Cate-
gory Municipalities should be brought under social protection in similar fashion with UPs, as many of such
Municipalities have a lot of poor people.

Captain A B Tajul Islam ( Retd.), Honourable MP, Brahmanbaria - 6

For poverty reduction, proper health and education policies are important, which was addressed in the
sixth and seventh five year plans. Now we have to focus on the effective implementation of these plans.
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The problems of terrorism and drug abuse should be tackled properly. He also observed that the gender
gap issues should have more prominently spelled out in the NSSS.

Dr. Shamsul Alam, Member (Senior Secretary) GED

In response to the observations and comments from Honourable MPs, Mr. Alam mentioned that there are
still scopes to update the NSSS as it is a living document. To address the issue of rent seeking and leakage,
there is a proposed in the NSSS to introduce government to person (G2) direct payment system. A compre-
hensive database is necessary for reducing duplication or malpractices in selection process. He informed
that the BBS is working to formulate a database of beneficiaries which will be completed by 2018. He also
apprised that the Cabinet Division is working to formulate grievance redress system which will enhance
governance of social protection delivery system.

He mentioned that completion rate of primary education has been increased to 82% from only 43%.
Government is taking measures to make it around 100%. The enrolment to the primary education is 99%.
All poor children of 0-4 years of age will get social protection benefits. He agreed with the comments of
participants that victims of river erosion should have special focus in the social protection programmes.
The homeless people should be provided accommodation. The coverage of social protection has been 26%
which was only 13% a few years back. Gradually all the poor people will be covered under social protection
system.

Chief Whip, Mr. A SM Feroz, MP

He said that Honourable Prime Minister is to be given all the credits for the initiatives of the country in
poverty reduction. Her social protection measures are really praiseworthy. He mentioned that Honourable
Prime Minister wants the benefits of social protection programmes should reach to all the deserving
people, irrespective of their creeds or political orientation. About preparation of beneficiary list in an
objective way, he suggested that the UNOs should tag an officer of the government with the UP represen-
tatives. The draft list should be published in the Upazila headquarters so that people can raise their voice
if there is found any gross violation. He also recommended that third party evaluation of the list may be
useful. He thanked all for their participation and comments in the workshop.

Chief Guest, Mr. Mohammad Fazle Rabbi Miah, Honourable Deputy Speaker

We have been sensitized about NSSS while our knowledge has been enriched by the presentation and the
speeches of the resource persons as well as the participants. From the discussion it was revealed as to the
real causes of troubles. We do not want that the potential loopholes should spoil the social protection
system of Honourable Prime Minister. We have to work together to overcome all the obstacles.

The Honourable MPs have experience of working with the people while the bureaucrats have knowledge
and skills in this regard. The experience of MPs and skills of Bureaucrats should be conjoined together for
effective implementation of social protection programmes.

We got some valuable recommendations today as we got in our previous rounds of workshops. | would
request you to compile all these recommendations and use it for better implementation of social protec-
tion programmes in future.

The Chairperson, Mr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam, Cabinet Secretary

He expressed his gratitude to all the participants for their active participation and the valuable suggestion
and recommendations they made during the discussion. He said that from the discussion there has been
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identified a number of lapses in the NSSS and overall social protection system of the country. He assured
that, as the NSSS is a living document, it will be revised incorporating all the relevant suggestions of the
honourable MPs.

He observed that the experiences of the Honourable MPs at the grassroots level are very useful for
effective implementation of the NSSS. He assured that the suggestions of the MPs will be compiled and
used for improvement of social protection system. He also mentioned that the suggestions of MPs which
are not directly linked with social protection will be sent to the concerned ministries for necessary actions.

He informed that formulation of the beneficiary list is underway. The payment system will be digitized
soon. Already a number of programmes have been brought under digital payment system. Once it is final-
ized, there will be much better discipline in delivery system of social protection benefits.

Concluding Session

The Cabinet Secretary concluded the session by thanking all for their active participation. He also thanked
the officials of the parliament, Cabinet Division and the GED who worked hard to organize such a high level
workshop. He expressed hope that this types of consultation will continue in future for implementation of
government policies like social protection.
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Findings and Recommendations (Third Day)

The participants of workshop made some specific comments in their discussions. Some of the most signifi-
cant recommendations are as follows:

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

The Union Parishad Chairmen and members should be more responsible in selection of
beneficiaries.

Monitoring should be enhanced so that the selection of beneficiaries is completely impar-
tial without any bias to religious or political orientation.

The UNOs may tag government officials with the UPs so that they can oversee the process
of beneficiary selection

In order to make the beneficiary list acceptable to all the draft list should be published in
the Upazila headquarters to be accessible to common people and should be verified by a
third party.

Relevant authority should review the matter of exclusion of genuine senior citizens from
beneficiary lists only because of mistakes in entries of their age in the NID cards. The matter
should be examined and special guidelines should be issued so that genuine old people can
be included in the list of beneficiaries relaxing the age mentioned in the NID.

Government programmes for arrangement of housing for the homeless people may be
enhanced.

Social protection for the children should be strengthened so that they may not fall victim to
child marriage.

Free natal care for pregnant mothers should be ensured so that their protection is not
subjected to their ability to pay medical bills.

Gender gap in social protection should be analyzed more elaborately in order to address
the issues of gender specific needs of social protection.

The government may consider social security system in the format of unemployment bene-
fits for the jobless people following the examples of UK.

More social protection programmes should be taken up for victims of river erosion

The government may consider introducing different evaluation system for people with
disability seeking government job under disability quota.

Distribution of cash should be through banking anddigitized channel so that any potential
risk of leakage can be minimized.

The problems of terrorism and drug abuse should be tackled with more comprehensive
programmes.

The NSSS may be updated to accommodate the relevant findings and recommendations of
the workshop.
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J Photographs (1st Day)
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Orientation Workshop on National Social Security Strategy (NSSS) of Bangladesh for Hon’ble Members of Parliament
Social Security Policy Support (SSPS) Programme
The Cabinet Division and General Economics Division
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Orientation Workshop on National Social Sccurity Strategy (NSSS) of Bangladesh for Hon’ble Members of Parliament
Social Security Policy Support (SSP8) Programme
Cabinet Division and General Economics Division

Yenue: Oath Room, Bangladesh National Parliament
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= Social Assistance: MoSW, MoLGRD&C, MoWCA, MoL&E,
MoCA, MoLWA, MoH&FW, MoCHT.

* Food Security and Disaster Assistance: MoFood, MoDM&R,
MoAgri, MoH&FW, MoWCA, MoF&L, FD.

= Social Insurance: FD (Public Pension), B&FID (Private Pension),
MoH&FW, MoL&E.

= Labour/Livelihoods Interventions: MoDM&R, MoLGRD&C,
MoWCA, MoSW, FD/PKSF, MoL&E, MoF&L.

= Human Development and Social Empowerment: MoP&ME,
MoE, MoSW, MoWCA, MoH&FW, ICTDiv., MoEW&OE, Mol,
MoY &S, PMO.
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